Eligibility and Assessment Criteria
Eligibility
You can apply if:
· You are a UK-based production company with appropriate financial and legal support
· You have a relevant track record, including broadcast credits
· Your project is a film or television production 
· Television can include series (any length), single programmes, or multi-part formats
· Broadcast pilots will be considered
· Film projects must be feature length
· Projects can be live action or animation
· You have a UK bank account
You do not need to be based in Greater Manchester, but your production must make a meaningful contribution to the region.

Your project must:
· Have a clear production timeline, including delivery or release targets
· Have a clear route to market: 
· For television: a broadcaster must be attached, either through a greenlight or a strong expression of interest
· For film: key financiers must be in place, supported by a robust finance plan
· Deliver substantial activity in Greater Manchester (e.g. spend, filming, jobs, or facilities use)

Not Eligible
We do not support:
· Early-stage development projects
· Short films
· Advertising or branded content
· Games or interactive projects
· Projects that have already started production
· Non-broadcast pilots

Assessment Criteria
Applications are assessed across four areas:
1. Greater Manchester Impact
· Level of spend in the region
· Jobs and opportunities created
· Use of local crew, talent, and facilities

2. Sector Development
· Creation of skills and training opportunities
· Contribution to local companies and supply chains
· Potential for longer-term benefits to the sector

3. Creative and Commercial Strength
· Quality and originality of the project
· Strength and experience of the creative team
· A credible, deliverable finance plan

4. Inclusion and Sustainability
· Commitment to a diverse and inclusive workforce
· Evidence of environmentally responsible production practices

Indigenous and Incoming Productions
· Both local (indigenous) and incoming productions are assessed against the same core criteria
· The difference is in how impact is delivered: 
· Indigenous productions are expected to support the growth of Greater Manchester companies
· Incoming productions must demonstrate clear and meaningful benefit to the region

A Flexible Approach
We recognise that productions vary in scale, structure, and stage.
This means:
· There is no single model of “readiness”
· We will take a practical, case-by-case approach
In particular, we will:
· Consider how funding can help unlock or secure production
· Assess each project on its overall merit and impact, rather than against a rigid formula

What You Will Need to Provide
As part of your full application, you will need:
· A completed application form
· A full project budget
· Supporting creative materials (e.g. treatment, scripts, series bible) – if requested
· A finance plan, including details of other investors
· A production schedule
For feature films:
· Details of the completion guarantor

