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What is the Production Fund?
A £10.5 million investment fund supporting film and TV production in Greater Manchester.
It’s designed to help get more productions made here, create jobs, and grow the local industry.

What kind of funding is available?
· Applicants may apply for funding from £50,000 up to £750,000
· Funding amounts should be no more than 20% of a project’s total budget

Who can apply
· UK production companies with a track record
· Both Greater Manchester-based and external companies

You don’t have to be based here, but your project must deliver clear benefits in Greater Manchester (spend, jobs, use of local crew and facilities).

What types of projects are eligible?
We support:
· Feature films
· TV productions (scripted and unscripted)
· Any genre
Projects should be:
· Commercially intended
· At an advanced stage, with a clear route to market for television, be greenlit by a UK broadcaster or have demonstrable broadcaster interest. For film, must have key finance in place, a robust finance plan and a guarantor, or indication who that guarantor will be. 
This is not a development fund - projects need to be close to production.

What do you mean by “advanced” or “greenlit”?
· Greenlit – you have a commissioning offer from a UK Broadcaster
· Advanced Stage/Broadcaster Interest – this cannot be speculative interest. This must be a clear intent for a broadcaster to take your project forward, whereby additional investment will favourably move the piece into commission. 

What are you looking for in projects?
We want to support projects that:
· Spend money in Greater Manchester
· Create jobs and opportunities in and for Greater Manchester residents 
· Use local, Greater Manchester; crew, talent and facilities
· Are creatively strong and deliverable

What costs can the Fund cover?
Funding is expected to support the overall production budget.
Our aim is to support production, so we will consider your budget as a whole. We would prefer the money supports ‘Below The Line’ costs. The aim to keep this simple and avoid unnecessary restrictions. If there are any limits, these will be clearly set out at application and contracting stage.
Definitions:
Above The Line costs, are the creative costs typically incurred before Principal Photography. These might include: story rights, access agreements, producers, directors, writers, contributors and principal cast members. 
Below The Line costs, are the technical and logistical costs typically incurred from the preparatory or pre-production period. They might cover: crew, equipment, construction, locations, costume, VFX, CG and post-production.

What are ‘indigenous’ and ‘incoming’ productions?
· Indigenous = Greater Manchester-based companies
· Incoming = companies based elsewhere
Both are eligible.
We’re looking for strong local impact in all cases, but the way that impact is delivered may differ.

What about co-productions?
Co-productions are welcome.
We’ll assess these on a case-by-case basis, focusing on the overall benefit to Greater Manchester.

How do I find out more? 
Please fill in the relevant EOI form found on our Production in Greater Manchester website and share with our Production Fund team via the contact us page

When are decisions made?
We accept applications on a rolling basis, with decisions taken at regular points throughout the year.

What happens if my project is successful?
You will receive a funding offer and enter into an agreement which sets out:
· Payment milestones
· Reporting requirements
· Expected outcomes for Greater Manchester
· Ongoing updates on project progress, so we can stay informed and support delivery
· Appropriate audit and reporting provisions in line with the requirements of managing public funding

We aim to keep reporting and monitoring proportionate and manageable. We will work with you to ensure requirements are clear and not overly burdensome.

What support comes with the Fund?
The fund is part of a wider approach to growing the screen sector.
Additional support is developing over time, including work on locations, crew and coordination across Greater Manchester.
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